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SYLLABUS
MUSI 1301: AMERICAN MUSIC: CONTEMPORARY MUSIC

Instructor: Brent Wheeler
Office: CB 160
Phone: 806-716-2023

Email:

bjwheeler@southplainscollege.edu

Office Hours: Posted on office door or by appointment

Purpose of Course:  To acquire a broad perspective of the history, sounds, and styles of

the music commonly called Contemporary American Music. Students will
become familiar with significant musician performers, composers, bandleaders,
performance venues, recordings, and cultural happenings that have encouraged
and continue to encourage the development and evolution of American Music.
By reading text assignments, attending class lectures, observing live
performances, and listening to jazz recordings, students will develop a mature and

individualized understanding of the art form.

Required Materials: To Be Announced

Grading:

100 points Exam #1
100 pints Exam #2
100 points Exam #3
100 points Research paper

400=TOTAL POINTS



Attendance Policy:  Students are expected to attend class regularly. Alacrity is

appreciated. The instructor will take roll in class. Because the class will often
include group discussion, class attendance is crucial. Consequently, absences will
negatively affect a student’s final grade. Absences will drop a student’s grade
based upon the following attendance policy.

1-3 absences: No grade deduction

4t absence:  3- point deduction from final grade

5™ absence:  5- point deduction from final grade

* Each additional absence will result in another 5- point deduction from the

student’s final grade.

Quiz Policy: Students are expected to take assigned quizzes on the scheduled day. If a

student fails to be present for the quiz (due to tardiness or absence), the student

will NOT be allowed to “make up” the quiz without a valid excuse, such as a

medical or family emergency.

Accommodations:  South Plains College strives to accommodate the individual needs

of all students in order to enhance their opportunities for success in the context of a
comprehensive community college setting. It is the policy of South Plains College to

offer all educational and employment opportunities without regard to race, color, national

origin, religion, gender, disability, or age (SPC Equal Opportunity Policy — General
Catalog)

Disabilities Statement

Students with disabilities, including but not limited to physical, psychiatric, or
learning disabilities, who wish to request accommodations in this class should
notify the Disability Services Office early in the semester so that the appropriate

arrangements may be made. In accordance with federal law, a student requesting
accommodations must provide acceptable documentation of his/her disability to

the Disability Services Office. For more information, call or visit the Disability



Services Office at Levelland (Student Health & Wellness Office) 806-716-2577,
Reese Center (Building 8) 806-716-4675, or Plainview Center (Main Office) 806-
716-4302 or 806-296-9611.

TexBook Program: 7his course is in the SPC TexBook program, so you do not need
to purchase a textbook or access code for this course.

e  What is TexBook? The required textbook/digital content for this course is
available to you in Blackboard from the first day of class. The fee for the
textbook/digital content is the lowest price available from the publisher and
bookstore and is included in your tuition/fee payment.

e How do I access my TexBook? Your course material is in your Blackboard
course from the first day of class. Access to your course material is provided
either by RedShelf or other links inside your Blackboard course. RedShelf (and
many publisher’s) ebook features include the ability to hear the text read aloud,
highlight, take notes, create flash cards, see word definitions, build study guides,
print select pages, and download up to 20% of the book for offline access.

e Help with TexBook issues and support: check with your professor and/or
contact https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/requests/new

e Opting out of TexBook: Participating in TexBook is not mandatory, and you can
choose to opt-out. However; by opting-out you will lose access to the course
[textbook/digital content] and competitive pricing, and you will need to purchase
the required course material on your own. If you drop the class or opt-out before
the opt-out deadline, the TexBook charge will be automatically refunded to your
SPC account. The opt-out deadline for Fall and Spring is the twelfth class day.
The opt-out deadline for shorter terms varies between the second and third class
day.

*Please consult with your professor before deciding to opt-out.

If you still feel that you should purchase the course textbook/materials on your
own, send an opt-out email to tfewelldtexasbookcompany @gmail.com. Include
your first name, last name, student ID number, and the course you are opting out
of. Once you have been opted-out, you will receive a confirmation email. If you
need assistance with the process, contact the SPC Bookstore:

Email: tfewell @texasbook.com / Phone: 806-716-2399
Email: agamble@texasbook.com / Phone: 806-716-4610



